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From the Directors

We thought we would take
advantage of the summer gap in
our racing programme to review the
season so far and to bring members
and supporters up-to-date on plans
for the future.

The first six races of the season have
been characterised by much highly
competitive and clean racing and -
with one exception - no race stops
or lengthy safety car interventions.
This has helped to reinforce the
reputation of Sports 2000 for high-
quality circuit racing - something
that has been commented on
recently by commentators and
spectators alike.

At the pointy end of the Duratec
pack Michael Gibbins has been
proving imperious with pole positions
everywhere we have visited and

www.sports2000.co.uk

six outright wins. However, this
impressive record belies much very
close racing by the following pack of
Mackenzie Walker, James Barwell,
Richard Johnson, Ben Cater and
David Houghton.

Chris Snowdon currently leads the
historic championship in the newly
re-launched Carbir which is proving
to be very quick, after some initial
teething problems.

Overall grid numbers have held up
pretty well but with a disappointing
number of Historic cars. There

is no single explanation for the
latter but lots of understandable
individual reasons. We are expecting
better Historic numbers out for the
Donington Park rounds and for next
season.
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14 SRCC members braved the Irish
Sea to visit Mondello Park in early
June. This was the Club’s first visit to
Ireland and it proved very successful.
The Mondello circuit looks pretty
tight and technical on YouTube and
race simulators but was faster and
more challenging in reality. Richard
Johnson was the Duratec man to
beat there with brother Nik being
untroubled in the Historics but also
causing some consternation fo

the back half of the overall grid.
However, Richard’s victories were
only gained after some very close
attention from David Houghton and
Ben Cater.

Elsewhere in this newsletter you'll
see more details on preparations
for the SRCC anniversary year.
2027 marks not only the 50th
anniversary of the Club and the




Pinto/Historic championship but also
the 25th anniversary of the Duratec
Sports 2000 Championship. So,

this is definitely something that we
need fo celebrate as a Club and

we are endeavouring to contact

all known owners of Sports 2000
cars to encourage them to join us
next season. Do let us know of any
hibernating cars that you may be
aware of, but, even better, please
encourage all such owners to get
their act together and return their
vehicles to where they are best seen
- on a race circuit!
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For those of you enjoying a respite
from the UK heat in cooler climes(!)
we wish you happy holidays but
suggest that you don't forget

about the need to get your entries

in and your cars prepared for our
Donington Park events in August and
September.

@m, ik and Mite

Roger Donnan,
Nick Bates and Mike Fry

Directors
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Championship Positions

Duratec Overall

n Michael GIBBINS MCR S2n
n Mackenzie WALKER MCR S2n
n James BARWELL MCR S2n
Richard JOHNSON MCR S2n
n Ben CATER MCR S2n
n David HOUGHTON MCR S2n
Tim TUDOR MCR S2n
n Paul TRAYHURN Gunn TST1
n Nik JOHNSON Lola T88/90
m David WILLIAMS Van Diemen RF94
m Steven OUGH MCR S2n

Duratec Derek Bell

n Paul TRAYHURN Gunn TSTI n Michael GIBBINS MCR S2n
n Roger DONNAN MCR S2n n Mackenzie WALKER MCR S2n
n Mike TURNER MCR S2n n James BARWELL MCR S2n
n Peter WILLIAMS MCR S2 Richard JOHNSON MCR S2n

ﬂ Ben CATER MCR S2n

Duratec B Class

n David WILLIAMS Van Diemen RF94

n Andrew NOBLE Gunn TS7

n Nik JOHNSON Lola T88/90

John OWEN MCR S2

n Peter BROUWER Fox Lola
Historic Overall Historic A Historic C

Car n Chris SNOWDON n Simon ALDWORTH
n Chris SNOWDON Carbir n Richard COOKE n Mike FRY
n Simon ALDWORTH Lola T492 n Paul STREAT “ Marc NOARO

Richard COOKE Lola T87/90 Clive STEEPER
n Historic B n
n Mike FRY Tiga SC79

Lola T87/90 n Patrick CLIFTON
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Race Race 2

Duratec A Duratec A

“ Richard Johnson MCR S2n “ Richard Johnson MCR S2n
m Ben Cater MCR S2n m David Houghton MCR S2n
“ David Houghton MCR S2n “ Ben Cater MCR S2n
“ Ash Law MCR S2n 4th Ash Law MCR S2n
Duratec DB Duratec DB

“ Peter Williams MCR S2 “ Peter Williams MCR S2
m Roger Donnan MCR S2n m Roger Donnan MCR S2n
“ Mike Turner MCR S2n “ Mike Turner MCR S2n
“ Clive Hayes MCR S2n Duratec B

Duratec B “ David Williams Van Diemen RF94
“ Josh Needham Van Diemen RFO2P m Peter Needham Van Diemen RFO2P
m John Owen MCR S2 Historic

Historic “ Nik Johnson Lola T88/90
“ Nik Johnson Lola T88/90 m Mike Fry Tiga SC79
m Mike Fry Tiga SC79

Drivers of the day

SILVERSTONE Richard Johnson
BRANDS HATCH David Williams
OULTON PARK Peter Williams

MONDELLO PARK Nik Johnson
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Preparations for 2027

Some time ago, we alerted MSV
racing to the SRCC anniversary and
they were keen to be involved and
to help make it a success. They are
working with us already to ensure
an optimal spread and location of
events, hopefully including several
separate grid races.

We have also had some very positive
discussions with the Historic Sports
Car club for an event, or events, to
showcase Historic cars alongside

the HSCC thunder sports series. This
echoes the early days of the original
Championship when Sports 2000
cars competed on grids alongside
CanAm cars and all manner of other
sports racing cars. This initiative has
been tested with various Duratec
drivers who are known to also

have historic cars or who might be
interested in hiring historic cars for
the event. It has proved universally
popular as a proposal and so we are
looking to pursue this with the HSCC
and to avoid clashing race dates.

We are also in discussion with
various European race organisers
in the hope of getting an especially
memorable venue for our 2027
European event. We have also been
progressively contacting known
Sports 2000 owners in Europe

Photography credits: Kevin Gibson of KJG
Photography for Silverstone and Brands
Hatch, Lily Yallop for Oulton Park and Shane
Burke Photography for Mondello park.
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and this has excited quite some
interest. We plan to also promote the
anniversary season to known owners
elsewhere in the world in the hope
that they can also be persuaded to
come to the UK in 2027. Please let us
know of any target individuals you
may know.

We are also keen on the idea of
promoting Sports 2000 at other
Motorsport events such as static
shows, parades etc. If anyone can
make infroductions, that might make
this easier, then please let us know.

As mentioned in the last newsletter
we are fairly confident that the
SRCC will have a presence at Race
Retro in February 2027. This is

now the premier national racing
exhibition and would be a great
way of getting our anniversary year
started as well as raising the Sports
2000 profile amongst the national
racing community.

Social media

A big shout out to Lily of
UWTSD for all her energies
on the Club’s social media
profile that is being viewed by
thousands of individuals each
month across the world.

Many thanks Lily.
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Parish News

Many congratulations to Mark
Fletcher and Chloe Gorst who
tied the knot in May.

And advance best wishes
to current Duratec points
leader Michael Gibbins on
his forthcoming wedding to
Isobel.

To date, much of the preliminary
work and discussion has been
between directors and a small
handful of members, including Clive
Steeper and Tom Stoten. However,
we are keen to have other members
involved, especially those with
specific knowledge or expertise
that we can use as part of the
anniversary season.

Driver’s meeting

The Annual Driver’s meeting
will be held on the Saturday
afternoon of our final race
weekend (Saturday 26th
September). All competitors
are invited to attend and
provide views and ideas o
the Directors and Committee
representatives.

Time and venue will be notified
nearer to the date.




