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RACE CARS

Australian racing driver and engineer Tim
Schenken has had many careers over the years
from Formula One driver to CAMS administrator.
Another interesting chapter in his life is when

he founded Tiga Race Cars with Kiwi Howden
Ganley. Here he tells how the race car
manufacturer came to fruition.

im Schenken: Someone
came to me in 1976 with
a plan to build Formula
Ford cars and gave me a
plan and all the finances,
and how it would work.
I looked at it and thought ‘that looks
interesting’, so | rook it to a friend of
mine, Howden Ganley, and said ‘what
do you think about this?’ He had a look
at it and came back a few days later and
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said ‘that looks really good and I reckon
thar would work, but rather than going
with this other chap, why don't you and
I just do it ourselves?’

So we decided yes, and we went and
actually bought another company called
MRE. It was called Motor Racing
Enterprises. We boughr all the drawings
and moulds and all the bits and pieces
from MRE and then formed a company
called Tim Schenken and Howden

Ganley Racing Proprietary Limited and
the name of the car was Tiga — 'ti’ from
Tim and ‘ga’ from Ganley.

Because we were quite well known,
people were immediarely interested. We
had sales straight away and when I left
the company, | think we'd built some
450 cars. So we were building Formula
Ford, Formula Ford 2000, we built
some Formula Atlantic cars Formula
3 and 2 cars; we built some cars for
LeMans. Sports 2000 was a big thing;
we had a very successful Sports 2000
car. We just had a small production line
of race cars.

At the end of the first year, I had a sort
of falling out with Howden as to how we
were going to run this production shop.

We somehow came up with the idea,
‘well why don't we run a race team’. We
knew enough people who were involved
with companies thar could sponsor a
team. It sounded like a good idea. It was
decided that Howden would run the
production shop and thar [ would run
(hc race ream.

I rang up some people I knew. One of
them was John Hogan of Marlboro and
said we were looking at running a race

eam.
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Left: The Tiga team workshop in 1972
Above: A Tiga Sparts 2000 at Zandvoort Holland in 1979
Above right: Afie Costanzo i a Tiga FAB1 at Calder In 1881

Right: Tim Schenken knew his way around a Tiga car. lapping five seconds Quicker than the

regular driver.

He advised that he had a number of

drivers he was sponsoring. I had known
John Hogan for some time, because he
used ro work for Ron Dennis. A couple
of days later he arrived with a young
Italian boy. His name was Andrea de
Cesaris.

We rushed around to sort of try and
make a corner in the workshop and say
this is where we are going to run this
and whatever and told John and Andrea
what our plans were, and they went
away to think abour it.

Later John rang back and said ‘Andrea
likes your ideas and would like to drive
for you, can you give me an idea about
the budger?’

I hadn’t even thought that far. So quick
as a flash [ said, ‘well our accountant
is working on the figures now, and I'll
come back to you later’.

So I hung up and rang Derek Bennert
at Chevron cars and asked ‘what do
you charge for Formula Three', ‘cos we
were going to do the British Formula
Three Championship. He told me the
figure. | ran Max Mosely at March and
asked Max. He told me his figure. I split
the difference and rang John Hogan
back and said ‘I just heard from the

accountant, the figure is this’. John said,
“OK, I'll send you a contract”. So that’s
the way it started.

It was very frustrating, because we had
a lot of drivers come through us who
had lots of money. but no wlent and
that was depressing because we also had
drivers who were interested in trying
who had lots of ralent but no money.
James Weaver was one of them. So we
were trying to help James and juggle our
finances with the racing so we could help
him and yet honour our commitments
with the drivers who had paid.

It's depressing when you give people
good equipment, a good ream and all
they do is complain, and they are just
not good enough.

Today you would see that they were
no good, because you have just so much
darta. You would be able to analyse that
and show them where it’s all going
wrong. | mean, I had a situation once,
where we went to Silverstone and wed
sold some Sports 2000 cars. The drivers
were complaining thac they were difficult
to drive. So we went there to Silverstone
and I got in the car; | went five or seven
seconds a lap quicker than the regular
driver of the car, which is unheard of. I

TIGA RACE CARS
AT A GLANCE

Australian Tim Schenken and
New Zeakander Howden Ganley
founded Tiga Race Cars in 1974

The Tiga nome was derived from
the first two letters of Schenken's
Christion name and the first two
letters of Ganley’'s surnome

Over 400 chassis were made over
the 15 years the company existed.

Tiga Race Cars made chassis for
Formula Ford, Formula Ford 2000
Formula Atlanic/Pacific/3/2.
Can-Am, Sports 2000, IMSA and

| GroupC

Tiga Rece Cars had many race
and series victories, including o
host of Sports 2000 championships
around the world and had class
wins at both the 24 Hour LeMans
and the 24 Hour Daytona classics,

remember nights that | could not ger ro
sleep because I was 2/10¢chs of a second

off pole and worrying where am I going
to find 2/10tchs, but here they were five

seconds off.

You have to learn to live with that I
guess. Then it comes to a point where
you are no longer racing and you just
move on...
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