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Another good season for Sports 2000

It seems no time at all since we
were getting ready to start the
season and suddenly it's all over
and we have the winter months

of preparation and expenditure
without any actual racing to look
forward to. However, we hope

you will agree with us that this has
been another good year for Sports
2000 racing. Congratulations to
new Historic champion Charlie
Hyett — continuing the family
winning tradition — and also to
Michael Gibbins whose pace and
consistency in the Duratec division
has again been mightily impressive.

As a Club we were able to
experiment this year with eight
races over four meetings involving
separate grids. This proved popular
with regular competitors but didn’t
attract any significant number of
new entries. Indeed, the average
grid across Duratec and Historic
remained exactly the same as 2022
at 35 cars. Whilst this continues to
indicate a very healthy series it did
mean that the Club only avoided
major financial loss through the
sponsorship of Apsley House
Capital and BS Burner Services.
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Consequently the 2024 season
will see a return to four separate
grid races over two meetings ....
That is unless further sponsorship
becomes available.

On the track we reckon that driving
standards were generally good and
the Club issued no formal warnings
this year. However, several of our
events were marred by safety cars,
notably the Brands GP races. We
seem to have seen arise in track
incidents relating to mechanical
failure as well as the continuing
theme of risk-averse race officials,
especially when our excellent,
regular Clerk of the Course, Terry
Scannell, is not able to be present.

Turning to next season we hope you
will be as excited as we are by the
provisional calendar (see below). We
were especially pleased to secure
races at the revamped Zandvoort.
When the Club last raced there

in 2013 all competitors loved the
circuit and everyone who attended
enjoyed the Dutch seaside vibe.

Members will be aware of the
decision to switch to Hoosier tyres.

This was taken not only after careful
testing and evaluation but also in
the face of extreme concerns over
future supplies from Yokohama.
The fact that we now have a stable
tyre supply but also one that, we
believe, will provide equivalent
grip but greater durability is an
excellent outcome. (Thanks to
Clive Steeper, Josh Law and Chris
Snowdon for all their help with this).

This is also a good opportunity to
thank the unpaid volunteers who do
so much to support the Club, notably
Kevin Gibson, Alan Jones, the Pink
Ladies and, again, Clive Steeper.

Finally, very many thanks again
to Ross Hyett and David Gorst
whose sponsorship of the two
championships did so much to
ensure a great season of racing
in 2023.

We look forward to seeing you all

at the AGM and Awards evening in
January.
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Final championship positions

Oiifarec
@ﬁURATECCHAMNONSHlP Duratec Overall Duratec A Class
P Driver Car
1 Michael Gibbins MCR S2n
(M Michael Gibbins MCR S2n Joshua Law MCR S2n
Joshua Law MCR S2n David Houghton MCR S2n
David Houghton MCR S2n n Tim Tudor/Patrick Sherrington MCR S2n
d Richard Johnson MCR S2n
n Tim Tudor/Patrick Sherrington MCR S2n n Paul Trayhurn Gunn TS11
3l Richard Johnson MCR $2n John lley MCR S2n
n James Barwell MCR S2n
n Paul Trayhurn Gunn TS11 n T MCR S2n
YA Colin Peach Van Diemen RFS02 Andy Chittenden MCR S2
n Ashley Law MCR S2 Duratec B Class
n Peter Williams MCR S2 P | Driver Car
1 Colin Peach Van Diemen RFS02
(08 James and Tony Barwell MCR S2n John Owen MCR $2
Joshua Needham Van Diemen RF02
. Bryn Tootell MCR S2
Drlver Of the Day Award Peter Brouwer Fox Lola 88/90
William Schryver Duratec Derek Bell Class
P | Driver Car
Ashley Law 1 Peter Williams MCR S2
Hugo Besley Paul Trayhurn Gunn TS11
David William Roger Donnan MCR S2n
avi Hilams n Grant Gibson Van Diemen RF%94
Peter Williams Clive Hayes MCR S2n
David Houghton I Vike Turner MCR S$2n

Historic A Class

To be announced at
Awards evening P | Driver Car

1 Charlie Hyett Lola T87/90
Nick Hyett Lola T88/90
¢ORTS 20, Richard Cooke Lola T87/90
4 T ¥ n Ross Hyett Lola
%‘_msmmc E Paul Streat Lola T87/90
,‘.}gg& I Patrick Egan Lola T90/90
Tl Historic Overall Historic B Class
. P Driver Car
Driver M D:\id Muse Shrike P15
(B Charlie Hyett Lola T87/90 William Schryver Royale RP 37
John D -B Tiga SC 85
Nick Hyett Lola T88/90 onn meanermoner 9
Historic C Class
Clive Steeper Tiga SC80
P Driver Car
n Nicholas Johnson Lola 592S B Clive Steeper Tiga SC80
Jon Harmer/ Mark Noaro Tiga SC80 Mike Fry Tiga SC79
n Chris Snowdon Tiga SC81 Jon Harmer/Mark Noaro Tiga SC80
Chris Snowdon Tiga SC81
William Schryver Royale RP37 Nicholas Johnson Lola 5925
n Mike Fry Tiga SC79 n Juerg Tobler Royale S2000M
Nick Bailey Royale $2000M
n Paul Streat Lola T87/90 n Mike Dodd Tiga SC79
(0N Juerg Tobler Royale S2000M n Mark Hobbs Tiga SC79
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Tyres for 2024

As many members will be aware,
the subject of tyres has been of
concern to the Club for more
than 12 months. The news that
Yokohama could no longer
guarantee supply prompted us
to conduct a detailed market
investigation that resulted in
Hankook and Hoosier being
identified as serious potential
contenders only for the former
to suffer a fire at their principal
manufacturing facility that
effectively jeopardised their ability

to supply.

We pressed on with Hoosier —
a company only dedicated to
the supply of competition tyres
and a longstanding supplier

to Sports 2000's in the USA

and Australia — who let us have
sample tyres for evaluation.
These were put through their
paces at a Donington Park test
day by Josh Law in his MCR and
Chris Snowdon in his Tiga. Both

drivers were impressed by the
performance of the tyres but
especially their durability. As a
result, the Club has entered into
an agreement with BMTR, the UK
agent for Hoosier, for the 2024
season. This includes fitting and
support at meetings, two half
sets for the popular tyre draw

at each event presentation and
sponsorship support.

The tyres will fit existing rims and
are expected to be available from
BMTR in March 2024. Existing
Yokohamas can be used during
the 2024 season also.

The Club will be modifying the
regulations on limiting the number
of tyres used in a season. Details

of this policy will be confirmed at
the 2023 season AGM.

Polley Motorsport

With the move from Yokohama

to Hoosier for our championship
tyres in 2024 we have sadly had
to say goodbye to a stalwart
member of the Sports 2000 family,
Polley Motorsport.

From the first race meeting at
Donington in 1998 when Colin
Feyerabend, Mike Turner & others
resurrected Sports 2000, George
& Shirley Polley and their family,
more recently Steve & David, have
been an invaluable constant and
pillar of our race meetings.

At that first race meeting in 1998
Steve & David were probably
thinking about emulating their
Dad's exploits in any one of

his infamous Hot Rod cars!
Interestingly both Steve & David
and their offspring have continued
the racing spirit and competed in
750 MC Saloon cars & BRisca F2
(Hot Rod) racing.
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Since that first race meeting in
1998, George & Shirley Polley
quickly became an integral
member of the Sports 2000 family,
and would attend the whole race
meeting in case tyre fitting was
required. George's BBQ skills
improved through the years (1)
and he & Shirley would often
provide sustenance to those who
were working into the night to
repair their cars for the next day’s
race.

Come rain or shine, Polley
Motorsport have been there to
support our tyre needs and cut
the tread patterns for our wet
tyres. At a rough estimate the
Polley Team have probably fitted
well over 16,000 tyres for Sports
2000 over the last 25 years!

Such was the relationship
between Sports 2000 SRCC,
Polley Motorsport & Mark
Evans (Yokohama) that Polley
Motorsport would also support

many of our forays to European
races and be a welcome part of
the paddock social events.

These days George & Shirley
have taken a well-deserved back
seat and left their sons Steve

& David to continue to be the
face of Yokohama at Sports 2000
championship events.

The whole Sports 2000 community
wishes to say a BIG “Thank You”
to George & Shirley, Steve and
David plus the whole Polley
Motorsport Team, for all of their
support through the years. We
look forward to staying in touch as
we meet in race paddocks around
the UK.
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Dijon : ) ,

We were delighted that 24
members made the trip to Dijon
for a three race non-championship
event at this most spectacular

of circuits. Competitors enjoyed
glorious weather and some
tremendous racing. The only
negatives being a theft of cash

and cards from the motorhome R i

of Cindy and Clive Hayes and ; -’ _ | 7 i
RN ARV ‘\\\\\\\\x\\\ 37}

damage to the cars of Josh Law
and Mike Fry courtesy of a native
invitation class driver. Nonetheless
the mood and camaraderie in

the paddock was excellent and it
was good to again meet up with
Randall and his YTCC colleagues.
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AGM

All members will receive
formal email notification of the

Club Annual General Meeting Awards evening

that will be held at 3pm on

Saturday 27th January 2024 at The SRCC Annual Dinner and Awards evening will take place on Saturday
the Radisson Blue hotel, close 27th January, also at the Radisson Blu hotel.

to Donington Park.
We plan to keep to the highly successful format of the past two years

An agenda will be issued to including a streamlined presentation and a raffle rather than a protracted
members two weeks before auction. The raffle is an important means of fund-raising for the Club so
the meeting. please contribute prizes that will appeal to your fellow competitors and

their teams.
Any proposals from members

for adoption need to be sent This year's live musical element will be provided by Madison Avenue UK.

to the Club secretary no later

than 21 days before the AGM. Further details will be available on the next event section of the Club
website.
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Equipe Rosbif

The race season has not ended
for seven intrepid SRCC drivers
who will again be fielding two cars
under the Equipe Rosbif banner at
the famous French 24 hour race -
Les 2 Tours d'horloge. This takes
place at the circuit Paul Ricard on
4-5th November. At the time of
concluding this Newsletter the
grid was up to 52 cars!

One Rosbif car will be driven by
Ross, Nick and Charlie Hyett with
the other in the hands of last year's
outright winners Chris Snowdon,
David Houghton, Josh Law and
Mike Fry.

Details of how to keep in touch
with the event will be posted on
the SRCC WhatsApp group nearer
the time.

Provisional calendar for 2024

Double Header Separate Pinto/Duratec grids
Double Header Separate Pinto/Duratec grids

Parish News

Belated congratulations to
Sarah and Tom Stoten on the
arrival of baby Jack earlier in
the season.
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